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TRANSNATIONAL ORGANISED CRIME
Transnational organized crime is not 
stagnant, but is an everchanging
industry, adapting to markets and 
creating new forms of crime.

In short, it is an illicit business that 
transcends cultural, social, linguistic 
and geographical boundaries and 
one that knows no borders or rules.

Transnational Organized Crime – The 
Globalized Illegal Economy,

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 
http://www.unodc.org/documents/toc/factsh

eets/TOC12_fs_general_EN_HIRES.pdf

Main global TOC flows 
(UNODC: 2010)

http://www.unodc.org/documents/toc/factsheets/TOC12_fs_general_EN_HIRES.pdf


- International trade in counterfeit/stolen goods est. 0.5 trillion US $.
- Imports of counterfeit and pirated products into the EU amounted to as 

much as EUR 121 billion (6.8 % of EU imports, up from 5 % in 2013).



Interpreters’ notes (Extract)
Any notes taken must be in hard copy. 
Electronic devices cannot be used. 
The interpreter’s notes must be handed to the 
interviewer at the end of the interview, except 
where the notes are subject to legal privilege, 
and these notes must be referenced in the 
interpreter’s witness statement. 
To comply with data protection regulations, 
interpreters cannot retain a copy of their notes 
since they may contain names, addresses or 
other personal information relevant to the case. 











Total 

Referrals
Female Male Trans-

gender
Adult Minor

1,961 750 1,209 2 1,073 888
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It works like this, the police enter buildings, get people, it usually 

happens at four in the morning, five in the morning, get them out 

of bed, bring them to the reception centre, and say ‘well there 

we are, you are victims of trafficking, and we want to save you’. 

Now it’s not necessarily the case that people want to be saved. 

And it’s not always clear what is the advantage to them so people 

are not willing to speak initially. 

British Red Cross Interpreter, TOCAT project, 2017



Human trafficking cases […] can be very long-winded, almost 
twenty-four hours, and they often have to get an extension from 
the Chief Inspector as even this isn’t enough. 

Interpreter, TOCAT project, 2017

I was initially told that the whole thing should last around an hour 
with just a statement being required from the potential victim. [...] 
When I arrived there were five potential victims and the job lasted 
thirteen hours! My longest shift was 27 hours. 

British Red Cross Interpreter, TOCAT project, 2017



Different patterns by reported nationality
National Referral Mechanism, 1 October-31 December 2018 

Reported 

Nationality

Domestic 

Servitude

Labour

Exploitation

Organ 

Harvesting

Sexual 

Exploitation

Unknown 

Exploitation

Albanian 2 66 1 130 5

Vietnamese 1 75 0 12 5



The dilemma of engaging with debates about minority 
victimization and offending and contributing to the creation of 
false pathologies which might then serve to naturalize and reify 
images of certain minorities as inherently criminal.

Phillips and Bowling (2003: 271)



Both hegemonic ‘black’ and ‘Asian’ identities have been 
politically contested because of diverse historical, cultural, 
political, religious and socio-economic experiences among 
minorities in Britain. As Stuart Hall (1988: 258) argues, 
individuals ‘speak from a particular place, out of a particular 
history, out of a particular experience, a particular culture’, but 
they should not be contained by that position.

Phillips and Bowling (2003: 271-2)



Both hegemonic ‘black’ and ‘Asian’ identities have been 
politically contested because of diverse historical, cultural, 
political, religious and socio-economic experiences among 
minorities in Britain. As Stuart Hall (1988: 258) argues, 
individuals ‘speak from a particular place, out of a particular 
history, out of a particular experience, a particular culture’, but 
they should not be contained by that position.

Phillips and Bowling (2003: 271-2)

And language?
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