INVESTIGATING INTERPRETING AND TRANSLATION STRATEGIES:

A CORPUS-BASED APPROACH




Aim: to identify strategies used by interpreters and translators when processing
verbal nouns (VNs) and deverbal nouns (DVN) in the course of the English-Russian
simultaneous interpreting and translation.

Why VNs and DVNs?

The Russian language has a strong trend to substantivation, i.e. transition of the words
from different parts of speech to nouns. It is most noticeable in the domain of
political speeches delivered in Russian. That is why we wanted to investigate if the
same phenomenon occurs in the course of simultaneous interpreting from English
into Russian.



Building a corpus: to assist the study, it was necessary to compile a corpus covering
source speeches, their interpretations and translations in the English-Russian language
pair.

[Original speeches (EN) J

* Transcripts and video available at the United Nations web television
portal and official websites whitehouse.gov, gadebate.un.org

[Translations (RU) ]

* Translations available at the media outlets and official websites e.g.
INOSMI.RU, Voltairenet.org, gov.uk

[ Interpretations (RU) ]

* Manual transcription of interpreters’ speeches at United Nations web
television portal



http://webtv.un.org/
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2016/09/20/address-president-obama-71st-session-united-nations-general-assembly
9.%09https:/gadebate.un.org/sites/default/files/gastatements/73/us_en.pdf
https://inosmi.ru/politic/20160922/237901841.html
https://www.voltairenet.org/article203127.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/theresa-mays-speech-to-the-un-general-assembly.ru
http://webtv.un.org/

To transcribe the interpretations we used YouTube automatic captioning and
iOS speech recognition tool.

The corpus currently consists of approximately 32,000 words (3 hours 36 min).

Interpreters transcripts include non-verbalised noises (for instance, [laughter]) and
pauses [...].

The punctuation marks are used occasionally where possible.
Numerals are spelt as figures.
Text annotation was done via [reelagger.

POS-tagging and lemmatisation are fully automated with minor manual intervention
and check of VNs and DVNs.


https://www.cis.uni-muenchen.de/~schmid/tools/TreeTagger/

Investigating strategies

Strategies used in interpreting and translation usually fall into many different
classifications and sometimes are referred to as ‘transformations’.

The analysis shows that in order to successfully manage VNs and DVNs both
interpreters (73%) and translators (63%) mostly employ lexicosemantic
transformations.



However, if we look at the more granular classification, it becomes clear
that interpreters mostly rely on compression strategies and omissions
(53%):

Source Text (ST): I also want to thank the many member states who helped us
reach this moment — a moment that is actually far greater than people would
understand; far greater — but for also their support and the critical support that
we will all need going forward.

Simultaneous Interpreting (Sl): 1 661 xomen nobnazodapums me cmpaHsi
KOmopble NOMO2/1U HaM 8 3MUX yCMpeMaeHUAX U NomMo2au Ham dobumscs
moeao 4ye2o mbl dobunuchb

[| would like to thank those countries that have helped us in these
aspirations and helped us achieve what we have achieved]



Translators mostly use decompressing techniques (35%):

ST: They took to the streets because their leadership was for sale and they had no
recourse.

Translation (T): OH sbiwen Ha yauybl, NoMomy 4mo e20 pykosodcmao 6bia10
NpodaxcHbIM, U emy He K Komy bbis10 06pamumbCcA 3a NOMOWbIO.

[It took to the streets because their leadership was corrupt, and they had no
one to turn to for help.]



The second most frequent group of transformations is the group of syntactic
transformations (19% and 27% for interpretations and translations respectively):

ST: We have secured record funding for our military — $700 billion this year, and $716
billion next year. Our military will soon be more powerful than it has ever been before.

SI: uHBecmuposanu 8 Hawux B0eHHbIX 0KON0 700 MUAAUAPA08 0011aPO8 B 3MOM
200y kK Hum dobasumcs euje 700 munauapdos 8 cnedyroujem Haua apmus Kak

Huko20a cunbHa*

[have invested about 700 billion dollars in our military this year, to which will be
added another 700 billion next year our army is stronger than ever]*

*the figures were transcribed the way they were pronounced



ST: We will continue to be a steadfast, permanent member of the Security Council, meeting
our NATO commitment to spend 2% of GDP on defence and making a leading contribution to
UN peacekeeping efforts, where we have doubled our commitment, including new deployments
to Somalia and South Sudan.

T: Mbl ocmaHemca Henokonebumbim nocmosiHHbIM YneHom Cosema bezonacHocmu,
bydem 8binoaHAMb 0bsi3amenbcmaa, daHHble opeaHusayuu HATO, no sbideneHuto 2%
om BBI1 Ha 060opoHy. Kpome mozo, mbl BHeCem CyuecmaeHHbIl 8KkAaA0 8
mupomsopyeckue ycunuss OOH: mbi yuce 8080e pacwupunu csou obsszamenbcmaa, 8
mom 4ucne, ocyujecmsus pasmeujeHue cun 8 Comanu u OmHom CydaHe.

[We will remain a steadfast permanent member of the Security Council, and we will
honor NATO commitment to allocating 2% of GDP on defense.VVe will also make a
significant contribution to UN peacekeeping efforts: we have already doubled our
commitment, including by deploying forces in Somalia and South Sudan]



Lexicosyntactic transformations constitute the least popular group (3% and 5% for
interpretations and translations respectively):

ST: But | believe this thinking is wrong.

Sl: 06pamHbIli nodxo0 HesepeH
[the reverse approach is wrong]

ST: We cannot escape the prospect of nuclear war unless we all commit to stopping the spread of
nuclear weapons and pursuing a world without them.

T: Mbi He cmoxcem uzbencams y2po3bl sdepHoU B0OUHbI, ec/iu 8ce Bmecme He CmaHem
bopombcA 3a HepacnpocmpaHeHue A0epHo20 opyxUsA U 3a co3daHue mupa 6e3 Hezo.

[We will not be able to avoid the threat of nuclear war if we all do not fight together for

non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and for creation of a world without it.]



INTERPRETERS' TRANSLATORS'
TRANSFORMATIONS TRANSFORMATIONS

M Lexicosemantic M Syntactic M Lexicosyntactic M Lexicosemantic M Syntactic M Lexicosyntactic




THANK YOU!

Marina Tonkopeeva
University of Wolverhampton
m.tonkopeeva@wlv.ac.uk




